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Carson had been able to make against him than Ben Tillett
himself. He had no idea that he had been such a rebel.
" Every wild statement/5 he writes in his book of memoirs,
" that had the slightest sting in it was cited against me in the
mercilessly slow process of building up a case which Carson
employed. To me was attributed, not merely attempts, but
every determination of undermining the State. No man in
that Court was more astounded than I was. . . . Nothing
could be right for that wonderful lawyer."
The comedy was picturesque and complete, with Ben
Tillett there staring surprised into the cruel mirror which
the advocate held up to him and not recognising his own
reflection ; and once more Carson called no evidence for the
defence. The jury saw the exquisite humour of the situation
of the man who had exhausted the whole dictionary of
vituperation at the expense of everybody not quite seeing
things as he did, and yet who now brought a libel action
against a newspaper for an innuendo. " My friend Mr.
Willis," said Carson, with a smile for the jury, "is an elo-
quent, earnest, but somewhat imaginative advocate : it is
the latter quality which accounts for his description of his
client as e a mild and peaceful citizen.3 He has used the word
e warfare 5 again and again. I make no objections, for it is
e warfare' that the plaintiff has waged, whether on the
police, the magistrates, the Judges of the High Court, sec-
retaries of rival unions, and the whole Bench of Bishops.
They are all lashed with the same whip, and are of the cor-
rupt essence of humanity . . . cut-throats, murderers, and
anarchists. A man who has spent his whole life in slandering
his opponents is surely not entitled to ask for damages in re-
spect of a mild article like this. ... As to the charge raised
against him ofc remaining at his postJ against the will of his
union, if the plaintiff wins his verdict, we will probably have
Ministers of the Crown suing in these Courts ! No, it seems
that Mr. Tillett against the Press is all right, but the Press
against Mr. Tillett is all wrong."
The speech was an admirable example of forensic satire,
which was, however, so conclusive and good-humoured that
even the plaintiff himself took it with excellent grace,